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Continuous Team Care to Support Decision Making by
Elderly Patients with Hematopoietic Tumors
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® Abstract e

The purpose of this study was to examine how care for elderly patients with hematopoietic tumors
can be provided as a team to support their decision-making on an ongoing basis.

The first author worked with ward nurses to practice nursing care in three cases using an approach
that was devised. After the completion of the study, a questionnaire survey was administered to the
nurses regarding the effectiveness, changes, and future issues, and the efforts were evaluated.

In the practice based on the approach method, the change in the patient's intention was captured
without missing the timing, the intention of the place of treatment was realized by setting up a place for
discussion with the family, the decision to continue positive treatment was made through care to obtain
self-care, and the decision was made in accordance with the way of life by providing information based
on shared values. The evaluation showed that the patient was able to make the decision that he or she
wanted to make. In the evaluation, some participants commented that they reaffirmed the importance of
knowing what the person wants, etc.

In order to continuously support decision-making in elderly patients with hematopoietic tumors, it is
necessary to “continuously elicit the will and intention of the patient and family from the early stage
without missing the timing,” “increase the sense of self-efficacy and involve the patient so that he/she
can acquire self-care,” and “share values based on the trajectory and think about decision-making with
the patient and family together. The team needs to “share values based on the trajectory and think
about decision-making together with patients and their families” .

As a way to enhance care as a team, strengthening practice based on care systems such as
“enhancement of the primary system,” “visualization of care,” and “review and evaluation of care
through decision support conferences” will lead to improved awareness among nurses, as well as to the
realization of continuity and quality of care that is uniform throughout the ward We believe that this is

the best way to achieve this goal.

Keywords: Hematopoietic tumors, Elderly, Decision making, Care continuity




